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GNAWA PSYCHÉ ROCK

 Created in Marrakech in 2018, by Brice Bottin and Yousra Mansour, Bab L’Bluz was born from a dream to highlight the guembri on 
the music scene international, by confirming that this instrument born in Africa, is at the origin of the Blues. Bab L’Bluz is a tribute to the 
inexhaustible roots of the Gnawa culture, resolutely 70’s.

Their innovative music mixes musical tradition and more current rhythms (Hassani, Rock, Blues, Gnawa, Funk, Chaa3bi).
Although the practice of guembri is traditionally reserved for maa3lems, Gnaouis masters of ceremonies, Bab L’Bluz has developed a 
musical identity original. The group is made up of musicians who, like the Gnaouis, have travelled while establishing a resolutely modern 
state of mind and style, open to world music.

Bab L’Bluz also drew inspiration from music Hasanniya or traditional Moorish music, present in Mauritania and some neighbouring 
countries, particularly in the south of Morocco. It is especially characterized by its poetry known as Tebraa, where women sing for their 
lovers love poems, interpreting them so the Mauritanian Blues called a tarab al hassani.
Between Gnawa, Rock, Funk and Blues, Bab L’Bluz brought together these styles from different continents, in order to create a meeting 
point, thus committing to sing for peace, equality and love in all corners of the world.

Yousra Mansour  Lead Vocal, Awisha, Percussions  Brice Bottin Guembri, Back Vocals, Percussions  
Hafid Zouaoui  Drums, Pad, Back Vocals   Jérôme Bartolome  Flûte, Percussions, Back Vocals
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FIRTS ALBUM NAYDA!
We are excited to announce the signing of Moroccan-French 
power quartet, Bab L’ Bluz, whose debut album Nayda! we 
will be releasing digitally on 5th June 2020, and on CD/Vinyl 
from 10 July 2020.

Bab L’ Bluz are reclaiming the blues for North Africa. Fronted 
by an African-Moroccan woman in a traditionally male role, 
the band are devoted to a revolution in attitude which dovetails 
with Morocco’s ‘nayda’ youth movement – a new wave of 
artists and musicians taking their cues from local heritage, 
singing words of freedom in the Moroccan-Arabic dialect of 
darija. Ancient and current, funky and rhythmic, buoyed by 
Arabic lyrics, soaring vocals and bass-heavy grooves, Nayda! 
seems to pulse from the heart of the Maghreb.

The band’s first single —and a great example of what to 
expect from the new album— is ‘Ila Mata’. “

The lyrics are inspired by the Tunisian poet Anis Shoshan,” 
says frontwoman Yousra Mansour. “They aim to awaken 
the sleeping consciousness of individuals indoctrinated by 
racist statements and who consider some humans superior 
to others. It is a call to search for what can unite us instead 
of going towards everything that divides us.”

Nayda! is out on Real World Records on 5th June 2020 
digitally, and available on CD/Vinyl on 10th July 2020.
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CONTACT

Sylvain DARTOY 
Production Director 
+33 (0) 607 98 18 14
sylvain@wax-booking.com

Léa LANKOANDÉ
Production / Administrator
+33 (0) 686 43 42 78
lea@wax-booking.com

Amélie DAUVERGNE 
Production & Communication Officer 
+33 (0) 604 65 45 70
amelie@wax-booking.com

Linda AMRAOUI
Booking Agent
+33 (0) 667 89 37 10
linda@wax-booking.com


